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“Every inch of my body hurts,” Mike Lazzerini of Bakersfield says after getting punctured by a stingray in Huntington Beach. He receives 
two bags of hot water from the lifeguards on Tuesday. The pain was an 8 out of 10, according to Lazzerini, who sits by wife Nicole. 


What’s to blame for hundreds of injuries along Huntington 
Beach in one week? It could be La Niña and climate change 


COURTESY O 


F THE HUNTINGTON BEACH MARINE SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
A stingray swims off the Orange County coast, acommon sight in recent weeks. 


By Laylan Connelly 
Iconnelly@scng.com 
@ocbeaches on Twitter 


Sharks are sooo last year — it looks like stingrays 
will be the sea creature causing fear to start 2018. 

Lifeguards and marine researchers are searching 
for answers as to why a record number of victims have 
hobbled away from the beach punctured, bloodied and 
in excruciating pain — with an estimated 392 injuries 
along Huntington beaches in the span of about a week 
— after an “infestation” of stingrays arose in the shal- 
low waters. 

The influx can be attributed to a combination of 
factors, experts say: extreme low tides and stingrays 
hanging around shallow waters, along with an in- 
= | creased number of them born out of the nearby Bolsa 


Chica tidal inlet and scouring the shoreline for food. 
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PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


Hollywood elite come out for red-carpet gala 


Gal Gadot, Gary 
Oldman among stars 
honored at event 


By Vanessa Franko 
ofranko@scng.com 
@vanessafranko on Twitter 


There are few places where 
Winston Churchill and Wonder 
Woman share a red carpet. 

But Gary Oldman and Gal 
Gadot, who portrayed the his- 
torical figure and the superhero- 
ine, respectively, on screen, were 
among the celebrities, hundreds 
of screaming fans and a throng 
of international press at the 29th 
annual Palm Springs Interna- 
tional Film Festival Awards Gala 
to usher in Hollywood’s awards 
season on Tuesday. 
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Stars already getting big Os- 
car buzz — including Willem Da- 
foe, Timothée Chalamet, Jessica 
Chastain and Saoirse Ronan — 
were honored at the Palm Springs 
Convention Center for the soiree 
that kicks off the annual festival, 
which will screen more than 180 
films before wrapping up Jan. 15. 

On the red carpet Tuesday 
night, many of the stars talked 
about why their films were reso- 
nating with audiences now. 

Oldman, who spent nine 
months preparing for his role of 
World War II-era British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill in 
“Darkest Hour,” looked to the cur- 
rent political climate. 

“I think people like to be re- 
minded of what great oratory and 
what great leadership and states- 
manship once looked like,” Old- 
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WATCHARA PHOMICINDA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Actress Gal Gadot on the red carpet during the Palm Springs 
International Film Festival Awards Gala on Tuesday. The “Wonder 
Woman” actress was honored with the Rising Star Award. 
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PROPOSALS 


California 
Democrats 
plot tax 
deduction 


maneuver 


It would let residents 
donate money to 
state’s coffers and 
deduct the entire sum 
from federal taxes 


By Katy Murphy 


kmurphy @bayareanewsgroup.com 


SACRAMENTO » California Dem- 
ocrats are toying with a brash 
scheme to skirt a new federal 
cap on state and local tax deduc- 
tions: Instead of paying taxes to 
the Golden State, Californians 
would be allowed to donate the 
money to the state’s coffers — and 
deduct the entire sum from their 
federal taxes. 

The hastily drafted proposal 
— to be unveiled as soon as to- 
day, when lawmakers return 
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CANNABIS 


Shop owners 
say Day One 
was great 


By Brooke Staggs 
bstaggs@scng.com 
@JournoBrooke on Twitter 


Monday was big for California’s 
cannabis industry, with shops re- 
porting tens of thousands of dol- 
lars in sales on the first day they 
could legally offer recreational 
Marijuana. 

But we will likely never know 
just how big the opening day of 
California’s cannabis market was. 
And it will be months before we 
have any official data on the size 
of the state’s marijuana industry. 

The Board of Equalization now 
tracks sales and tax revenue for 
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Carson Palmer high-fives fans 
after a USC rout of UCLA in 2002. 


SPORTS 


Carson Palmer retires 
after 15-year NFL career 


The former USC and Santa 
Margarita High quarterback an- 
nounced his retirement Tuesday, 
ending a career that included a 
Heisman Trophy with the Trojans 
in 2002. sports1 


POLITICS 


Sen. Orrin Hatch says he 
won't seek re-election 

The Republican’s announcement 
Tuesday means the end of a four- 
decade congressional career and 
creates an open race in Utah for 
his Senate seat. NEws6 


U.S.-IRAN 


U.S. officials call for Tehran 
to respect citizens’ rights 
As protests in Iran that began over 
economic grievances continued 
for a sixth day, the Trump admin- 
istration sought to grasp whether 
discontent would spiral into a 
broader uprising. NEWS 3 


WEATHER 
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Coast Inland 
Full weather forecast » LOCAL 10 
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